
1213 BARRET BOULEVARD    HENDERSON, KENTUCKY 42420   (270) 826-2726 
 

 

 

Street Light Guidelines 
Revised June 27, 2025 

 
 
Henderson Municipal Power and Light (HMP&L) has provided street lighting for the citizens of Henderson for 
many years with the first 154 arc lamps that were installed in 1896 and that were later replaced by more 
popular electric incandescent lamps. Over time, incandescent bulbs gave way to mercury vapor lights, sodium 
vapor lights, then fluorescent technology, and today’s light emitting diode (LED) technology.  LED lights use less 
energy, are longer lasting, and provide a broader spectrum of light.  LED lighting more closely imitates natural 
sunlight, so the human eye responds better with correct color rendering.  LEDs are also much more directional 
so more of the light energy is shown on the roadway and not projected out.  Directionality means that the 
glare spreading out from the light is reduced, and they are naturally dark sky friendly.  In short, the light from 
LEDs provide more accurate color representation when compared to natural sunlight. 

Process: 

HMP&L provides street lighting at the request of the City of Henderson as part of City electric services.  The 
street light process begins with a request to the City of Henderson, through the City Manager.  The City 
Manager then requests HMP&L investigate installing a street light at a particular location.  HMP&L investigates 
the location to determine the need for a light based upon distance between existing lights and the existing 
illumination.  HMP&L then responds back to the City Manager either yes or no based on the subjective 
evaluation of the situation.   

Guideline: 

In 2017 a street light study was conducted in Henderson, Kentucky.  The purpose of the study was to 
determine appropriate spacing for street lights.  Studies from other cities were used as a starting point.  Many 
roads within Henderson have no street lighting at all or have covenants forbidding street lighting.  This 
guideline does not call to install any lights on any of those roadways, nor does it call for any lighting of private 
property.  In addition, this guideline only addresses the part of the City of Henderson that Henderson 
Municipal Power and Light serves, which is not all of the city. 

Consistent with studies around the nation, Henderson has concluded that maximum spacing of 275 to 300 feet 
between street lights, will ensure there is an acceptable level of illumination in the roadway between lights.  
Actual lighting levels are influenced by trees, signs, and buildings, as well as lighting on private property that 
reaches the travelled road.  Smaller output 50 watt lights will be used on residential streets, medium output 70 
watt lights will light main thoroughfares, and higher output 108 watt lights will illuminate State of Kentucky 
numbered roads, where these roadways are lit. 

 Where possible, lights are to be installed on existing HMP&L accessible poles, with the lights installed as high 
on the pole as is practical, with a standard eight-foot arm, and the lights will be oriented to the street side of 
the pole (or over the intersection if the pole is a corner pole). If no pole exists where lighting is requested, such 
as areas with underground electric service, a HMP&L approved standard aluminum pole and cobra head light 
will be installed.  
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HMP&L will strive to respond to the request within 10 business days.  If the general requested area has 
lighting, HMP&L will determine the distance between the existing street lights.  If the spacing is beyond the 
275-foot guide, and there is no problem to accommodate the light, HMP&L will inform the City Manager of the 
installation and schedule the work.  If HMP&L determines a new light is not required, HMP&L will inform the 
City Manager the request is declined within 10 business days. 
 
Furthermore, no additional alley lighting will be added or supported by HMP&L.  Only existing alley lighting 
currently in use will be maintained.  
 
Appeals: 

In an area with existing street lighting where the spacing of the lights is changed to accommodate new LED 
lighting, HMP&L is requesting residents who are missing “their” light to notify HMP&L if they feel they require 
a light.  HMP&L will wait four (4) weeks to allow the residents to grow accustomed to the new light patterns.  If 
at the end of the four (4) weeks, the residents want the light “returned”, HMP&L will schedule the installation 
of a new LED light.    This appeal does not cover lighting on private property, referred to as security lights.  
HMP&L can install security lights for property owners, at the owners’ expense. 

In conclusion, when requesting a new street light, in an area where lighting is provided, the judgement of 
HMP&L is final.  Additional lighting of private property may be done by the property owner, or by HMP&L at 
the owners’ expense.  If the property owner installs their own lighting, the lighting cannot be installed on a 
HMP&L pole. 

 

 


